PRESS RELEASE

SYMPOSIA, SEMINARS, AND MASTERCLASSES: 

THERE’S SO MUCH MORE TO SCOTLAND’S THEATRE FESTIVAL THAN LIMELIGHT AND GREASEPAINT 

LOOK AND LEARN: DNA 2007 (Dràma Na h-Alba 2007), Scotland’s arresting new celebration of theatre arts, aims to stimulate debate and inspire creativity in stagecraft. 

For, in addition to the festival’s truly impressive variety of performance events, the programme is packed with opportunities to learn about everything from production design to puppet-making. Through talks, symposia, and meet-the-artist events, DNA also provides a timely forum to study and discuss the challenges and possibilities facing theatre today. 

Central to this extraordinary wealth of opportunity is a series of intensive three-day DNA masterclasses aimed at theatre professionals. These harness the skills and experience of celebrated theatre arts practitioners including voice specialist KRISTIN LINKLATER, head of Columbia University’s actor-training programme, and the acclaimed theatre, opera, and film designer, ALISON CHITTY.  Additionally, DENNIS CAHILL of Canada’s Loose Moose Theatre Company is set to share his acknowledged mastery of improvisation techniques.

A seminar, hosted by the Aberystwyth-based CENTRE FOR PERFORMANCE RESEARCH will examine the state of experimental theatre in Europe. Another, hosted by the PLAYWRIGHTS STUDIO SCOTLAND, is aimed specifically at writers, while a keynote Gaelic language symposium, with inspirational speakers drawn from Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, will examine how indigenous language theatre contributes to cultural development in each of these three celtic countries.

Other workshop events include an opportunity created by the NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND for young schoolchildren to explore the various skills deployed in staging the company’s story-telling production, A Sheep called Skye. And a range of special industry seminars will explore key issues such as whether theatre can reveal national identity and the relevance of Shakespeare in this age of the internet and global terrorism.

DNA 2007 takes place at venues in and around Inverness from Thursday 18th until Monday 22nd October.

For further information, please contact 

MARY McGOWNE, The Vine PR

on 0141 810 5110 or 07786 231 066, 

or email mary@thevineprcompany.co.uk
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